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Dear Class of 2018:
Virginia Commonwealth University takes pride in the work 
it does to educate, create, research, heal and serve. The 
education students receive here is relevant not only to what is 
happening today, but also to whatever may be in the future.
Today we celebrate, as you, the Class of 2018, become 
graduates of VCU. Your success at one of America’s great 
public research universities signifies that you have done more 
than complete your courses and receive grades. Your degree 
signifies years of hard work and dedication to refining your 
skills and acquiring new ones. Your dedication to academic 
excellence will translate well to whatever you choose to do in 
the future.
For 180 years, your alma mater has focused on preparing students for a future as creators, 
educators, healers, innovators and entrepreneurs. As a graduate of VCU, I hope you will 
remember that your opportunities are without limit because your potential is limitless. 
On behalf of the faculty, staff, students and proud alumni of Virginia Commonwealth 
University, I congratulate you on the remarkable achievement of your Commencement. 




VCU and VCU Health System
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Processional VCU Commencement Brass 
  Ross A. Walter, Director
National Anthem* VCU Police Honor Guard 
  VCU Commencement Brass
Welcome and Introductions Gail Hackett, Provost and 
  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
Remarks  Michael Rao, President
Commencement Address  Christy S. Coleman
Recognition of Award Recipients
 Honorary Degree Michael Rao, President
 Edward A. Wayne Medal
 Presidential Medallion
Conferring of Degrees and Honors Recognition
Doctor of Philosophy Candidates F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean
Graduate and First Professional Degrees
 Graduate School F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean
 College of Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean
Latin Honors and University Honors  Barry L. Falk, Dean
Undergraduate Degrees
 College of Engineering Barbara D. Boyan, Dean
 College of Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean
 College of Humanities and Sciences Montserrat Fuentes, Dean
 School of the Arts Shawn Brixey, Dean
 School of Business Ed A. Grier, Dean
 L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs Susan T. Gooden, Interim Dean
 School of Nursing Jean Giddens, Dean
 School of Social Work Beth Angell, Dean
 University College Constance Relihan, Dean  
 VCU Life Sciences Robert M. Tombes, Vice Provost
VCU Alumni Remarks Dale C. Kalkofen, President 
  VCU Alumni
Recessional** VCU Commencement Brass
To share photos or memories from Commencement, use #VCU2018. 
*The audience will be asked to stand for the national anthem.    **Graduates will remain in place until the president’s party exits the arena.




Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
Christy Coleman grew up in Williamsburg, Virginia, and earned her bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees from Hampton University. She currently serves 
as CEO of the American Civil War Museum, located in Richmond and 
Appomattox, Virginia. In this role, she has been instrumental in furthering 
discussion around the Civil War, its legacies and its relevance to our lives 
today —  not only in the Richmond region, but also around the nation.
She began her career at the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. During 
her time with CWF she had increasing levels of responsibility, finally 
serving as director of historic programs, responsible for all programming 
and tours in the Historic Area. In 1999 she left to become president and 
CEO of the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History in 
Detroit, Michigan. In 2008, Coleman was named president and CEO of the 
American Civil War Center at Historic Tredegar. 
In 2013 she helped orchestrate the merger of ACWC with the Museum of 
the Confederacy to create the American Civil War Museum. She has served 
on a number of local commissions and national boards, and strives to make 
museum experiences meaningful to diverse communities. A tireless advocate 
for the power of museums, narrative disruption and inclusivity, she has been 
an innovator and leader in the history museum field.The Honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters is Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s highest form of 
recognition. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
it recognizes those individuals 
who have made outstanding 
contributions to society through 
scholarship, public service, 
humanitarianism, science and art.
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Edward A. Wayne Medal
The Edward A. Wayne 
Medal was established 
in 1971 to honor 
individuals who have 
made outstanding 
contributions or provided 
exemplary services to 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Presented 
by the president at 
Commencement, the 
medal is named in honor 
of Edward A. Wayne, 
who was chair of the 
commission that led 
to the establishment 
of VCU in 1968 by 
the Virginia General 
Assembly. Mr. Wayne 
served as the university’s 
first vice rector.
Since 1978, George P. Emerson Jr. has been 
president of the Emerson Companies, a real 
estate development group in Chester, Virginia. 
He holds an undergraduate degree from the 
VCU School of Business. He is past chair and 
a current member of the Massey Cancer Center 
Advisory Board and a member of the MCV 
Foundation, VCU Real Estate Foundation and 
VCU Health System Authority boards.
Darlene B. Emerson received a degree in nurs-
ing from John Tyler Community College in 1976 
and worked as a registered nurse for 18 years. 
She is a former board member of the First Tee of 
Greater Richmond. The Emersons are members 
of the Make It Real Campaign for VCU Steering 
Committee, and both also serve on the Chester 
YMCA Board, with Darlene as chair. They 
belong to Chester United Methodist Church 
where George serves on the board and Darlene 
chairs the Care Committee. Darlene also serves on the Lucy Corr Foundation Board.
Two of the most active supporters of Massey Cancer Center, the Emersons founded 
the Highlands-Massey Classic in 2006 after George was diagnosed with throat cancer. 
(He is now cancer-free after being successfully treated at Massey.) The tournament is 
an annual fundraiser —  one of Massey’s largest — dedicated to eradicating breast, head 
and neck cancer. In 2012, Massey dedicated the Highlands-Massey Classic Research 
Wing in the Goodwin Research Laboratory in recognition of the classic having raised 
more than $2.6 million. The couple has volunteered countless hours working on many 
fundraising efforts at the cancer center.
The Emersons have also generously supported the schools of Business and Medicine, 
VCU Health and VCU Athletics. Through two decades of philanthropy and volun-
teerism, they have made schools, research centers and care units across VCU better 
and stronger. We are grateful for the lifelong impact the Emersons have made on our 
university.
The Emersons reside in Chester and have three daughters and seven grandchildren.
2018 Recipients
Darlene B. and 
George P. Emerson Jr.
6     VCU Commencement 2018
Edward A. Wayne Medal
The Edward A. Wayne 
Medal was established 
in 1971 to honor 
individuals who have 
made outstanding 
contributions or provided 
exemplary services to 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Presented 
by the president at 
Commencement, the 
medal is named in honor 
of Edward A. Wayne, 
who was chair of the 
commission that led 
to the establishment 
of VCU in 1968 by 
the Virginia General 
Assembly. Mr. Wayne 
served as the university’s 
first vice rector.
Harold E. Greer Jr., Ph.D., is an award-
winning professor emeritus of history in the 
College of Humanities and Sciences at Virginia 
Commonwealth University. Hired in 1968, just 
after Richmond Professional Institute and the 
Medical College of Virginia merged to form 
VCU, he was the university’s first professor of 
Latin American history. He was the recipient of 
multiple awards for teaching and advising excel-
lence and was active in student life as an adviser 
to student organizations and as founder of the 
VCU chapter of national honor society Phi Eta 
Sigma. He holds a bachelor’s degree and a Ph.D. 
in history from the University of Alabama. 
Laura B. Greer taught in the VCU School of 
Business for five years. She was program head 
and professor of office technology at John Tyler 
Community College in Chester, Virginia, where 
she taught for 22 years. She earned her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from the University of Alabama.
In 2012, the pair endowed the Harold and Laura Greer Scholarship, which is awarded 
to an outstanding undergraduate history major who has completed two courses in Latin 
American history. Last year, they pledged $1 million to create the Dr. and Mrs. Harold 
Greer Jr. Distinguished Professorship in Latin American History, one of the largest gifts 
ever to the College of Humanities and Sciences. Their generosity was rooted in their 
desire to encourage the study of Latin American history and to help make education 
more accessible to deserving students. The Greers have also been steadfast supporters 
of VCU Athletics since 1968.
The couple’s dedication to VCU and its students through more than 50 years of 
engagement is extraordinary. Their devoted service contributes to the prominence of 
the university and leaves a meaningful and lasting impact on our community.
The Greers reside in Richmond and have two children and five grandchildren.
2018 Recipients
Laura B. and 
Harold E. Greer Jr., Ph.D.
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Jan Chlebowski, Ph.D., served 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
for 39 years. During his tremendous 
career, he not only committed himself 
to the development of his students, but 
also to the development of the univer-
sity, where he held numerous titles and 
participated in or chaired more than 
100 committees and task forces.
He was a professor in the Department 
of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
and the School of Medicine’s associ-
ate dean for graduate education. He 
derived great pleasure from his impor-
tant role of overseeing the training of 
graduate students and was passionate 
about ensuring they received all the 
attention and support they needed. 
Chlebowski was a strong advocate for programs that provided growth 
and scientific enrichment for students. He was key in securing funding 
of a large National Institutes of Health initiative, and as director of that 
program, helped bridge master’s to doctoral training between Virginia State 
University, Hampton University and VCU to increase the diversity of stu-
dents and faculty in the sciences. In addition, he served as faculty sponsor 
of the graduate student organization Women in Science, and also directed 
the university’s international educational partnership with the University of 
the West of England since 1987 when the program began. 
He was a founding member of the VCU School of Medicine’s 
Professionalism Committee and taught a graduate course in his area of 
specialty while teaching significant blocks in other biochemistry graduate 
courses, as well.
Chlebowski earned his Ph.D. from Case Western Reserve University. 
He completed postdoctoral training as a research associate at University 
College London and as a research fellow at Yale University. 
He passed away on March 10, 2018, at the age of 74, leaving behind a 
legacy of remarkable commitment and integrity.
The Presidential Medallion 
was established in 1984 by the 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Board of Visitors to honor the 
outstanding contributions of 
members of the university 
community. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
the award recognizes these 
individuals for extraordinary 
achievement in learning 




Jan Chlebowski, Ph.D. 
(awarded posthumously)





College of Health Professions
Al Copolillo
College of Humanities and Sciences
D’Arcy P. Mays
Scott F. Sherman






Colleen A. Thoma 
Melissa Tyler
L. Douglas Wilder School  
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Academic Costume
The academic costume worn at American 
college exercises derives from the Middle Ages. 
The oldest universities of northern Europe, such 
as Paris and Oxford, grew out of church schools, 
and both faculty and students were regarded in 
the Middle Ages as a part of the clergy. They wore 
clerical habits, largely borrowed from the monas-
tic dress of that day, not just on special occasions 
but as their regular attire.
 The head covering of the academic costume 
developed from the skull cap worn by the clergy 
in cold weather to protect the tonsured head. In 
the universities, the skull cap acquired a point on 
top, which evolved into a tassel. The bonnet with 
tassel is still worn by degree holders of European 
universities. In America, it has been replaced 
by the familiar mortar board, which still retains 
the medieval tassel.
 The hood (the medieval caputium) was 
originally a covering worn over the head in bad 
weather, otherwise dropped on the shoulders as 
the monk’s cowl. At first it was worn by faculty 
and students alike, but in the early 16th century 
it was restricted to graduates, thus becoming the 
mark of a degree holder. Today, each college has its 
distinctive hood lining by which its graduates may be 
recognized in academic processions. Graduates from 
Virginia Commonwealth University may wear a 
hood showing a black chevron on gold background.
 The gown comes from the medieval robe and 
seems to have been borrowed from the habit of 
the Benedictine monks. In the Middle Ages, 
undergraduates, bachelors and masters could be 
distinguished by the simplicity or intricacy of their 
gowns. The doctor’s gown was often furred, which 
survives today in the ornamentation found on 
the doctoral gown. Usually the gown is black, but 
some colleges have gowns of different colors.
 The wide velvet borders extending down the 
front of the doctoral gown, the velvet bars on the 
sleeves, and the borders of most hoods are colored 
according to the scholarly field of the wearer.






Fine Arts, Architecture Brown
Government and  
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Recipients of Degrees
Because of rigid time requirements, this program must be printed before the final list of degree 
candidates and final graduation honor status for undergraduate students can be determined. 
The exclusion of the name of a student is not to be taken as indication of official status as 
a nongraduate, nor is the inclusion of a name of a student to be taken as certification of 
official status as a graduate. Only undergraduate students are eligible for honors designations. 
These designations do not apply to the degrees received by graduate students.
Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action university providing access to education and employment
without regard to age, race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, political affiliation or disability. 
Virginia Commonwealth University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association  
of Colleges and Schools to award Baccalaureate, Master’s, doctoral and first professional degrees.
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College of Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
Baccalaureate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Post-baccalaureate Undergraduate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
College of Health Professions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Master of Health Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Master of Science in Nurse Anesthesia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Master of Science in Occupational Therapy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
Post-master’s Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
Doctor of Nurse Anesthesia Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
College of Humanities and Sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16
Baccalaureate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Bachelor of Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Post-baccalaureate Undergraduate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Master of Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Master of Fine Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
School of the Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38
Bachelor of Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Bachelor of Fine Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
Bachelor of Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
 Master of Art Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Master of Fine Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Master of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
School of Business. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42
Baccalaureate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
Post-baccalaureate Undergraduate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Master of Accountancy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Master of Business Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Master of Decision Analytics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Master of Product Innovation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Master of Supply Chain Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49
School of Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Master of Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Master of Teaching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
Post-master’s Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
L. Douglas Wilder School  
of Government and Public Affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52
Bachelor of Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
Master of Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
Master of Public Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
Master of Urban and Regional Planning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
School of Medicine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
Master of Public Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
Doctor of Medicine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
School of Nursing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
School of Pharmacy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
School of Social Work. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61
Bachelor of Social Work. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Master of Social Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
University College . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62
Baccalaureate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62
VCU Life Sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
Master of Environmental Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
VCU Office of Health Sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
Doctor of Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidate presented by 
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Conteh, Joseph Ibrahim Bundu^
Computer Science
Woodbridge, Virginia















































































































St. Clair, Dillan Louis Evariste^
Mechanical Engineering
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College of Engineering 
College of Engineering
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Candidates presented by 












Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Chester, Virginia
Britton, Kyle A.
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Glen Allen, Virginia
Carter, Joshua Caleb
























Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
Foster, Jack Howard Jr.




Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Syracuse, New York
Graydon, Seth Dakota
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia































































Wilkins, John VanCourt Jr.
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Jane Lew, West Virginia
Woods, Michael Ellis^
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College of Health Professions
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 
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Al Hasa, Saudi Arabia
Brannan, Benjamin Shaw^
Patient Counseling




























Master of Health 
Administration
Candidate presented by 
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Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling
Richmond, Virginia
Johnson, Sherrod M. Jr.
















Mocny Salinas, Rachel H.^



























Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling
Richmond, Virginia
Master of Science in 
Nurse Anesthesia
Candidates presented by 




























College of Health Professions















































Master of Science in 
Occupational Therapy
Candidate presented by 





Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
















Doctor of Nurse 
Anesthesia Practice
Candidates presented by 
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College of Humanities and Sciences
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes





















Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes
Acosta-Lewis, Riley Jean

































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences




























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences





























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences

















































































































































Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes
Barth, Elisabeth Joy***








































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Virginia Beach, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Edwards, Kimberly**




























Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes
Abazi, Kejdi^






























































































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Woodbridge, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Virginia Beach, Virginia

















































































College of Humanities and Sciences


























































































Carter, Ronald Oneal Jr.










Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Stafford, Virginia
Chaconas, Bram John James^






















































































College of Humanities and Sciences




























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences



































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences













































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Ashburn, Virginia






























Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Chesapeake, Virginia





Zenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Hardee, Courtney Simone^








































































College of Humanities and Sciences































































































Ibarra, Lindsey N. S.

































































































College of Humanities and Sciences























































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Fredericksburg, Virginia






































































College of Humanities and Sciences










Lanzillotti, Jordan Allen Hanus
Sociology
Newport News, Virginia
Lantin, Mari Gabrielle A.^

















































































































































































Marin Rosas, Juan C.^
Chemistry
Sterling, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
































































































































Mensah, Brittany Priscilla Eba




Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Chesapeake, Virginia
Mibale, Kathleen Kris F.









Mills, Quintas Christian Kraft
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Harrisonburg, Virginia
































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science







College of Humanities and Sciences




















Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Chester, Virginia



































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Chesterfield, Virginia
















Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Chester, Virginia














































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Tappahannock, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Patterson, Casey Ryan




Health, Physical Education and 
























Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Portsmouth, Virginia


































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Morristown, New Jersey
Poresky, Hadi Adam Wilusz^
































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
North Chesterfield, Virginia
Puleo Torres, Maria Valentina^















Quaye, Samantha Naa Amerley**




































































College of Humanities and Sciences
































Robinson, Gregory L. Jr.
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia


























































































Schollian, Courtney Lynn Powell

























































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Chantilly, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Simes, Scout McCabe^






























































































































Stokes, Baird Withers 
Alexander II





























































College of Humanities and Sciences
































Tontala, Frank Joseph III^
Mathematical Sciences
Doylestown, Pennsylvania
Torrico Achaval, Cindy Maria*
































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Centreville , Virginia






















































































College of Humanities and Sciences














































North Little Rock, Arkansas
Wilkerson, Brandon Taylor







































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Ivy, Virginia
Yu, Ann Ka Wah^














































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Bendele, Rigby Lynn
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Talero Alvarez, Paula^




Candidates presented by 












Master of Fine Arts
Candidate presented by 






Candidates presented by 



























Health and Movement Sciences
Lexington, Kentucky
Colley, Abbey Woods























































































































College of Humanities and Sciences
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Bachelor of Arts































































































































































































School of the Arts
School of the Arts







































































Craft and Material Studies
Harrington Park, New Jersey
Lee, Vivienne Grace^
Communication Arts























































































































School of the Arts

















































Bachelor of Fine Arts








Al-Hardan, Shaikha Jassim M.A.
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar
Al-Mansouri, Eiman Saleh M.A.
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar































































































































School of the Arts












































 Master of Art Education
Candidates presented by 











Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 












Candidates presented by 
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School of Business
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 








Candidates presented by 













Agnir, Alyssa Czarina Abutin











Aidoock, Jacob Brian Billings
Marketing
Virginia Beach, Virginia























































































































































VCU Commencement 2018     43  * Cum Laude    ** Magna Cum Laude    *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student      ^Degree conferred August 2018







































































































































































































































































Jones, Kaitlin Tuyet Lea
Information Systems
Midlothian, Virginia

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Candidates presented by 







































































Candidates presented by 









Candidates presented by 


















Master of Business 
Administration
Candidates presented by 












































Master of Decision 
Analytics
Candidates presented by 












Master of Product 
Innovation
Candidates presented by 

































Candidates presented by 








Fishburne, Kenneth Procter Lane
Business
Richmond, Virginia
Foster, Jack Howard Jr.





















































Master of Supply 
Chain Management
Candidates presented by 
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 



























Candidates presented by 

















Brenes Pozuelo, Reinaldo Antonio
Sport Leadership



















































































































































Candidates presented by 









































































































Candidates presented by 
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Bachelor of Arts
Candidates presented by Interim 
Dean Susan T. Gooden
Acheampong, Rosemary 
Adomako
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Alexandria, Virginia
Alameemi, Mughair Hareb 
Mughair Salem^
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Washington, D.C.
Alameri, Abdulla Hamad 
Alrayes Meshlesh^




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Washington, D.C.
Alghfeli, Rashed Saif 
Buti Obaid*^












Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Washington, D.C.
Belber, Kristen Nina P.**




















































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Winchester, Virginia
Han, Johnathon Sang Hoon^




























Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Richmond, Virginia
McCourt, Erin Elizabeth Hincken
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness and Criminal Justice
Eldersburg, Maryland
McGowan, Andrae Russell








































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Woodbridge, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Saul, Meaghan Kelsey^




















Candidates presented by Interim 








Urban and Regional Studies
Lynchburg, Virginia








































Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia


























































Urban and Regional Studies
Ashburn, Virginia
Fitzner, Samuel Austin^



























Urban and Regional Studies
Hanover, Virginia
Grondin, Aaron Misha**


























L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs







































































































































































Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Toenniessen, John Robert























L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Adams, Carl Thomas III

















































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Dixon, Joshua Robert




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Ketchikan, Arkansas
Harris, Roger L. II




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Richmond, Virginia
Master of Public 
Administration
Candidates presented by 







































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School



















Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning
Candidates presented by 
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Bhagat, Virali M.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chesapeake, Virginia
Butt, Sarmad Ilyas^
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fort Belvoir, Virginia
Calicchia, Taylor Marie
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Spotsylvania, Virginia
Dziarnowski, Natasha Nguyen
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Haymarket, Virginia
Kirshblum, Jonathan
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Mastrogiacomo, Samantha
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Boston, Massachusetts
Nguyen, Tam T.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Front Royal, Virginia
Shepherd, William Allen
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chester, Virginia
Trainor, Riley E.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Sterling, Virginia
Wong, Austin Clay
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
New York, New York
Woodall, Jesse Clement IV
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Corpus Christi, Texas
Yen, Dorothy L.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Oakton, Virginia
Master of Public Health
Candidates presented by 













Candidates presented by 



































































































Candidates presented by 
Dean Peter F. Buckley
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School of Nursing
Bachelor of Science
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Master of Science
Candidate presented by 
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Bachelor of Social Work














Master of Social Work
Candidates presented by 






















School of Social Work
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University College
Baccalaureate Certificate















































































Santos, Rafael Andrade de Paula
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
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VCU Life Sciences
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by Vice 









































































































































Trapero Velarde, Karen Daniela^
Environmental Studies
Washington, D.C.















Master of  
Environmental Studies
Candidates presented by 









Candidates presented by 
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VCU Office of Health Sciences
Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
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Doctor of Philosophy
Candidates presented by Dean F. 





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Association Between Warfarin 
Adherence Trajectories, Hospitalization 
Risk and Healthcare Utilization Among 
Medicare Patients with Atrial Fibrillation:  
A Group-Based Trajectory Mode”





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Programs and Opioid Poisoning: Evaluating 
the Impact of Prescriber Use Mandates 
on Prescription Opioid Poisoning 
Emergency Department Visits”





Healthcare Policy and Research
Arlington, Virginia
B.Med.Surg., King Abdulaziz University
M.H.A., George Washington University
Dissertation: “The 30-Day Readmission Rates 
in Individuals that Underwent CABG in 
Virginia by Length of Stay, Hospital Quality 
and Socioeconomic Status Disparities”




B.Sc., M.Sc., University of Al-Mustansiriyah
Dissertation: “Secure State Estimation in the Presence 
of False Information Attack”
 Adviser: Ruixin Niu, Ph.D.
Armstrong, Andrew R.








Assoc., Thomas Nelson Community College
B.S., Christopher Newport University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Justification of Prejudice Toward 
Child-free Women”




B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Interactions of Au(III) Complexes 
with the HIV Nucleocapsid Protein (NCp7)”
Adviser: Nicholas P. Farrell, Ph.D.
Blanks, Anson Mckinley Jacobs
Rehabilitation and Movement Science
Augusta, Georgia
B.S., East Carolina University 
M.S., Appalachian State University
Dissertation: “ERK1/2 Phosphorylation and CCR2 
Expression in Fit and Unfit Individuals Following 
Submaximal Exercise”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Laser Synthesis of Nanomaterials 
Incorporated within High Surface Area Materials:  
Applications for Heterogeneous Catalysis, Water 
Treatment, and Photothermal Energy Conversion”




B.S., University of California, Los Angeles
Dissertation: “Aerosolized Surfactants: Formulation 
Development and Evaluation of Aerosol Drug 
Delivery to the Lungs of Infants”
Adviser: Michael Hindle, Ph.D.
Bodas, Mandar Vinayak^
Healthcare Policy and Research
Richmond, Virginia
B.Med.Sci., Maharashtra University of Health Sciences
M.H.A., Tata Institute of Social Sciences
Dissertation: “Three Essays on 
Maternal and Child Health”




B.Sc., King Abdulaziz University 
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Discovering Driver 
Mutation in Biological Data”
Adviser: Tomasz Arodz, Ph.D.
Braun, Robert Tyler^
Healthcare Policy and Research
Manassas, Virginia
B.S., James Madison University
M.S., George Mason University
Dissertation: “Spillover Theory: 
Unintended Consequences of Provisions 
in the Affordable Care Act”
Advisers: Peter J. Cunningham, Ph.D., Gloria J. 
Bazzoli, Ph.D., Askar S. Chukmaitov, M.D., Ph.D., 







B.S., Millersville University of Pennsylvania
M.Ed., University of Mary Washington
Dissertation: “The Role of Professional 
Development in Secondary Special 
Educators Self-Efficacy Regarding the Use 
of Evidence-based Transition Practices”
Advisers: Colleen Thoma, Ph.D., and LaRon Scott, 
Ed.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.Engr., Shandong University of Science and 
Technology
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Efficient Information Dissemination 
in Vehicular Networks with Privacy Protection”




B.S., Shahjalal University of Science and Technology
Dissertation: “Heteroatom Doped Porous Carbon 
for Alternative Energy Conversion and Storage 
Systems”




B.S., James Madison University
Dissertation: “Acid Sphingomyelinase is 
Essential for the Vacuolar Development 
of Anaplasma Phagocytophilum”




B.S., University of Hawaii, Manoa
M.Ed., University of Mary Washington
Dissertation: “International Student Participation in 
Post-Secondary English Language Programs”




B.A., B.S., Pharm.D., Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Dissertation: “Housing Status, Patient 
Characteristics and ED Utilization Associated 
with Medication Prescribing at ED Discharge 
Among Homeless and Non-homeless Adults 
in Urban Hospitals in the United States”
Advisers: Leticia R. Moczygemba, Pharm.D., Ph.D., 
and Patricia W. Slattum, Pharm.D., Ph.D.
Crowder, Anita Louise^
Education
South Prince George, Virginia
B.S., M.A., Case Western Reserve University
Dissertation: “Differences in Spatial Visualization 
Ability and Vividness of Spatial Imagery between 
People With and Without Aphantasia”
Advisers: Kathleen Cauley, Ph.D., James McMillan, 
Ph.D., Christine Bae, Ph.D., and Adam Zeman, M.D.
Cudjoe, Emmanuel Kenneth Jr.^
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Henrico, Virginia
B.Pharm., M.S., Kwame Nkrumah University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Mass Spectrometry-Based 
Proteomics Analysis of Secreted Proteins”




M.A., University of Glasgow
Dissertation: “Diuretic, Natriuretic and 
Vasodepressor Activity of a Lipid Fraction 
enhanced in the Medium of Cultured 
Mouse Medullary Interstitial Cells 
by a Selective FAAH Inhibitor”
Adviser: Joseph Ritter, Ph.D.
Davis, Stephanie Dean
Public Policy and Administration
Max Meadows, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
M.P.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Why Local Governments Collaborate:  
Perspectives from Elected Officials and Local 
Government Managers on Regional Collaboration”




B.S., University of North Carolina, Wilmington
M.S., Florida State University
Dissertation: “Alternative Splicing of Cytoplasmic 
Polyadenylation Element Binding Protein 2 
Is Modulated via Serine Arginine Splicing 
Factor 3 in Cancer Metastasis”







B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Gas-Phase Studies of Nucleophilic 
Substitution Reactions: Halogenating and 
Dehalogenating Aromatic Heterocycles”
Adviser: Scott Gronert, Ph.D.
Duong, Tuyet Thi Anh^
Engineering
Glen Allen, Virginia
B.S., Vietnam National University
Dissertation: “Blockchain Scalability and Security”




B.S., Xavier University of Louisiana
Dissertation: “Drug Delivery with Light”





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Longitudinal Relations Between 
ADHD Symptoms and Substance Use Across the 
Transition to College and Evaluation of Promotive 
and Protective Factors”
Adviser: Joshua M. Langberg, Ph.D.
Eddy, Laura Downs^
Clinical Psychology
Southern Pines, North Carolina
B.A., University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
M.A., Appalachian State University
Dissertation: “Does Emotion Regulation Moderate 
the Association Between Impairment and 
Depression in Adolescents with ADHD?”
Advisers: Heather Jones, Ph.D., and Joshua 
Langberg, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Elam, Charles Reginald IV
Health Related Sciences
Denison, Iowa
B.S., M.S., D.N.A.P., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Predicting Arterial Oxygen Desaturation 
Events Via Patient Journal and Pulse Oximetry Data 
in Postoperative Ambulatory Surgery Patients”
Adviser: Chuck Biddle, Ph.D.
Evans, Michael Robert
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Auburn University
Dissertation: “HPV16 Regulation of the Host 
Innate Immune Response Promotes the 
Viral Life Cycle and the Development 
of HPV+ Head and Neck Cancer”





Dissertation: “Penalized Mixed-Effects Ordinal 
Response Models for High-Dimensional 
Genomic Data in Twins and Families”





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Hierarchical Linear Modeling 
Approach to Predicting Trajectories of 
Posttraumatic Growth in Veterans Following 
Acquired Physical Disability”




B.A., University of Virginia
M.Ed., College of William & Mary
Dissertation: “The Role of Learning 
Experiences, Supports and Barriers in Career 
Development for the Doctoral Student”




B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Fibronectin Mechanics and Signaling 
in TGF-ß1-Induced Epithelial to Mesenchymal 
Transition”




B.A., M.T., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Experiences that Promote Success 
for Students with Intellectual Disability in 
Postsecondary Education”
Advisers: Colleen Thoma, Ph.D., LaRon Scott, 
Ph.D., Matthew D. Bogenschutz, Ph.D., 




B.Sc., Nanjing University of TCM
M.S., University of Southern Mississippi
Dissertation: Evaluating and Reducing the Effects 
of Misclassification in Sequential Multiple 
Assignment Randomized Trial (SMART)





B.S., Northern Illinois University
M.S., Chicago State University
Dissertation: “Cellular Mechanisms by which 
Alcohol Promotes HIV Protease Inhibitor-induced 
Liver Lipotoxicity”




B.Sc., M.Sc., University of Baghdad
Dissertation: “Deep Supervised Learning 
Using Kernel Neural Networks”




B.S., China Agricultural University
Dissertation: “Decoding the Signaling of D2R-2AR 
Heteromer: Relevance to Schizophrenia”
Adviser: Diomedes Logothetis, Ph.D.
Hughes, Chelsea Marie^ 
Counseling Psychology
Ashburn, Virginia
B.A., East Carolina University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Three Measures of Coping in Video 
Games (CIV-III): The Development, Construct 
Validation and Profile Analysis of the CIV-III”




B.Med., B.Surg., University of Benin, Nigeria
M.P.H., University of South Carolina
Dissertation: “The Impact of Mother-
Father Relationship, Social Support and 
Neighborhood Context on Preterm Birth”
Advisers: Juan Lu, Ph.D., and Saba W. Masho, Ph.D.
Iness, Audra Nicole
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., California State University
Dissertation: “Mechanisms of B-Myb Oncogenicity in 
Ovarian Cancer”




B.S., College of William & Mary
Dissertation: “In vitro Genetic Code 
Expansion for Helical Peptide Ligand 
Discovery Using mRNA Display”
Advisers: Matthew C.T. Hartman, Ph.D., T. Asthon 
Cropp, Ph.D., Scott Gronert, Ph.D., Soma Dhakal, 
Ph.D., and Christopher Lemmon, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., M.S., Pensacola Christian College
Dissertation: “Metalloglycomics: Probing 
the Interactions of Metal Complexes 
with Heparin Mimetics”





M.S., St. John’s University
Dissertation: “Economic Burden of Renal Cell 
Carcinoma (RCC) and Treatment Patterns, Overall 
Survival and Healthcare Costs among Older 
Metastatic RCC Patients”
Adviser: Norman V. Carroll, Ph.D.
Keegan, Brittany Scott
Public Policy and Administration
Glen Allen, Virginia
B.S., Cert., Cert., M.P.A., Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Dissertation: “We’re All in This Together: 
Exploring the Effectiveness and 
Responsiveness of Nonprofits in Promoting 
the Socioeconomic Integration of Refugees”
Advisers: Saltanat Liebert, Ph.D., Sarah Jane 





B.S., M.S., University of Mosul
Dissertation: “Toward Biologically Inspired 
Self-Healing, Resilient Architectures 
for Digital Instrumentation and Control 
Systems and Embedded Devices”











B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Role of Colonic Inflammation 
on Morphine Antinociceptive Tolerance”





B.S., Old Dominion University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Assessment of Microbial 
Carbon Processing and its Implications to 
the Carbon Budget of Lake Superior”




B.S., Christopher Newport University
Dissertation: “Investigating the Role of Nicotinic 
Acetylcholine Receptor Agonists in Lung 
Cancer Progression and Chemosensitivity 
in the Context of Treating Chemotherapy-
Induced Peripheral Neuropathy”




B.S., College of William & Mary
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Homology Modeling of Human 
Organic Cation Transporters 1 and 2 to Elucidate 
Substrate-Binding Interactions”
Adviser: Douglas H. Sweet, Ph.D.
Lanoye, Autumn Marie^
Clinical Psychology
West Seneca, New York
B.A., University of Rochester
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Aerobic Exercise Exposure Targeting 
Anxiety Sensitivity: Effects on Associated 
Health Behaviors in Young Adults”





B.S., M.S., College of William & Mary
Dissertation: “Evaluation and Adaptation of 
Live-Cell Interferometry for Applications in 
Basic, Translational and Clinical Research”





M.Ed., George Washington University
Dissertation: “The Expanded Role of Parent-Led 
School-Supporting Nonprofit Organizations in 
K-12 Public Schools in the Richmond, Virginia, 
Metropolitan Area”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Metal-Organic Frameworks 
and Graphene-Based Supports Materials 
for Heterogeneous Catalysis”





Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Glen Allen, Virginia
B.S., Sun Yat-Sen University
Dissertation: “Integral Measurement 
of Particulate Matter”
Adviser: Da-Ren Chen, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy





Dissertation: “Examining the Confirmatory 
Tetrad Analysis (CTA) as a Solution of 
the Inadequacy of Traditional Structural 
Equation Modeling (SEM) Fit Indices”
Adviser: Robert A. Perera, Ph.D.
Lownik, Joseph Cornelius
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Beloit College
Dissertation: “The Role of ADAM10 and 
ADAM17 in Humoral and Type 2 Immunity”
Adviser: Daniel H. Conrad, Ph.D.
Luck, Kristen L.
Public Policy and Administration
Powhatan, Virginia
MacKnight, Henry Patrick Reece
Biochemistry
North Chesterfield, Virginia
B.S., Texas Agricultural and Mechanical University
Dissertation: “The Ceramide-1-Phosphate/
Group IVA Cytosolic Phospholipase A2 
Interaction and its Role in Wound Healing”




B.S., University of Virginia
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Advanced Imaging Analysis for 
Predicting Tumor Response and Improving Contour 
Delineation Uncertainty” 





Masiano, Mwatiyesa Steven Pirirani
Healthcare Policy and Research
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., University of Malawi
M.S., Brandeis University
Dissertation: “Family Planning and HIV 
Interventions in Low-Income Settings”
Advisers: April D. Kimmel, Ph.D., Tiffany L. Green, 
Ph.D., Bassam Dahman, Ph.D., Dan Nixon, Ph.D., 




B.S., M.B.A., Concordia University of Wisconsin
Dissertation: “Evaluating the Effects of a Flipped 
Classroom Compared to a Traditional Classroom 
on Retention of Information and Course 
Engagement in a Radiation Safety Course”




B.S., American University of Beirut
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Miller, Carrie Anne
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Glen Allen, Virginia
B.S., M.P.H., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Communicating Colorectal 
Cancer Risk to Average Risk Adults:  
Examining the Impact on Risk Perceptions 
and Health Behavior Intentions”
Adviser: Maria Thomson, Ph.D.
Mohsin, Ahmed Abdul Hussein^
Biochemistry
Henrico, Virginia
B.Sc., M.Sc., Foundation of Technical Education, 
College of Health and Medical Technology
Dissertation: “Modulation of Electron 
Transport by Metformin in Cardiac 
Protection: Role of Complex I”
Adviser: Edward Lesnefsky, Ph.D.
Nagy, Jason P. 
Health Related Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Relationship Between Patient-
Health Coach Interactions and Changes 
in Markers of Glucose Homeostasis”
Adviser: William J. Korzun, Ph.D.
Naoroz, Carolyn J.





B.S., University of Engineering and Technology, 
Vietnam National University, Hanoi
Dissertation: “Big Networks: Analysis 
and Optimal Control”




B.A., Northwest Nazarene University
M.S., Indiana University, Bloomington
Dissertation: “Reducing Uncertainty in Head and 
Neck Radiotherapy with Plastic Robotics”




B.S., Christopher Newport University
Dissertation: “The Investigation of Oxidative 
Addition Reactions of Metal Complexes 
in Carbon Cross-Coupling Catalytic Cycles 
Based on a Unique Methodology of Coupled 
Ion/Ion-Ion/Molecule Reactions”
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Peter, Megan Elizabeth^
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Nashville, Tennessee
B.A., Michigan State University
M.A., Purdue University-West Lafayette
Dissertation: “Perceived Financial Burden, 
Self-Management Behaviors and Glycemic 
Control in Adults with Type 1 Diabetes”
Advisers: Maria Thomson, Ph.D., Robert Perera, 
Ph.D., Peter Cunningham, Ph.D., Melanie Bean, 
Ph.D., and Marisa Hilliard, Ph.D.
Rabie, Osama Bassam J.^
Business
Fredericksburg, Virginia
B.S., King Abdul Aziz University
M.S., Ph.D., University of Maryland, Baltimore City
Dissertation: “Developing a Cyberterrorism 
Policy: Incorporating Individual Values”
Advisers: Heinz Weistroffer, Ph.D., Gurpreet Dhillon, 
Ph.D., Lemuria Carter, Ph.D., Manu Gupta, Ph.D., 




B.A., University of Rochester
M.A., Columbia University
Dissertation: “The Mediating Role of Mental 
Health in the Relationship Between 
Discrimination and Risky Behaviors in 
Sexual Minority Adults in Latin America”




B.S., B.S., Pennsylvania State University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Implementing Integrated 
Care in Family Medicine: Description and 
Outcomes in an Underserved Population”




B.S., Sepahan Institute of Higher Education
M.S., Iran University of Science and Technology
Dissertation: “Smartphone User Privacy 
Preserving Through Crowdsourcing”




B.S., Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Dissertation: “Motion-induced Artifact Mitigation 
and Image Enhancement Strategies for Four-
Dimensional Fan-Beam and Cone-Beam Computed 
Tomography”
Advisers: Elizabeth Weiss, Ph.D., 
and Geoffrey Hugo, Ph.D.
Roberson, Audrey Robin Lay
Nursing
Chesterfield, Virginia
B.S., New York University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Influence of Muscle Strength 
on Early Mobility in Critically Ill Adult 
Patients on Mechanical Ventilation”




B.A., University of Arizona
M.A., Northern Arizona University
Dissertation: “An Exploration of Identity 
Negotiation in Adult English Learners’ 
Communities of Practice”
Adviser: Joan Rhodes, Ph.D.
Saidel, Deborah J.
Media, Art and Text
Henrico, Virginia
B.A., B.A., Cert., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.M., Georgia State University
Dissertation: “Women in Music: Letting a Long 
Story Be Long Contemplating Women’s Sonic, 
Musical and Spiritual Experiences in Prehistory”






Dissertation: “Novel Insights into the Contribution 
of Cellular Senescence to Cancer Therapy:  
Reversibility, Dormancy and Senolysis”




B.S., University of Virginia
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Rep-DNA complexes and 
Their Role in AAV DNA Transactions”




B.S., Iowa State University
Dissertation: “Shared Genetic and Environmental 
Influences on Fear, Anxiety, Posttraumatic 
Stress and Brain Morphometry”
Adviser: Michael Neale, Ph.D.
Schneider, Jessica P.
Public Policy and Administration
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., University of Virginia
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Validation of Virginia’s 
Juvenile Risk Assessment Instrument”




B.S., M.S., University of Guelph
Dissertation: “The Biosynthetic Enzymes of 2-ara-
chidonyl Glycerol, DAGL-α and DAGL-ß: Their 
Contributions to Mouse Spatial Learning and 
Memory”





M.S., University of Michigan
Dissertation: “Toxicological Inhalation Effects 
of Nanoparticle Aerosols as Studied by a 
Portable In Vitro Exposure Cassette”
Adviser: Nastassja Lewinski, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.Sc., M.Sc., University of Zanjan
Dissertation: “Water Dynamics and the Effect of Static 
and Alternating Electric Fields”
Adviser: Alenka Luzar, Ph.D.
Slovinsky, Tammi L.
Public Policy and Administration
Midlothian, Virginia
B.A., Indiana University of Pennsylvania
M.P.A., James Madison University
Dissertation: “Exploring the Justice Gateway: 
Virginia Prosecutors’ Perspectives 
on Title IX, Campus Sexual Assault 
and Procedural Considerations”








M.S.M.E., Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Omni-directional Infrared and Visual 
Deep Sensor Fusion for Vegetation Detection”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Academic Self-Concept and Master 
Adaptive Learning in First-Year Medical Students: A 
Validation and Scale Construction Study”




B.F.A., M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Qualitative Study Toward 
Understanding Educators’ Perceptions of a 
Talent Development Program Designed to 
Address the Underrepresentation of Historically 
Marginalized Students in Advanced Programming 
in a Large Virginia School Division”
Advisers: Katherine Mansfield, Ph.D., Genevieve 
Siegel-Hawley, Ph.D., Kurt Stemhagen, Ph.D., and 
Stephenie Fellinger, Ph.D.
Syeda, Farheen^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Loyola University, Chicago
Dissertation: “Development of Novel Models 
to Study Deep Brain Effects of Cortical 
Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation”
Adviser: Ravi L. Hadimani, Ph.D.
Talero Alvarez, Paula^
Media, Art and Text
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., Complutense University of Madrid
M.A., University of Cordoba
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Why Katniss Everdeen Is Our Favorite 
Feminist: An Analysis of the Heroine of the Hunger 
Games Film Saga and Her Reception by Young 
Female Spectators”






Dissertation: “Colloidal Synthesis and 
Photophysical Characterization of Group 
IV Alloy and Group IV-V Semiconductors: 
Ge1-xSnx and Sn-P Quantum Dots”
Adviser: Indika U. Arachchige, Ph.D.
Toibin, Brian Thomas
Public Policy and Administration
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., James Madison University
M.S., University of South Carolina
Dissertation: “Cross-ideological Solar 
Power Coalitions in the American South: 
An Advocacy Coalition Study”
Adviser: Damian Pitt, Ph.D.
Toro Gonzalez, Miguel
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., National University of Colombia
Dissertation: “Lanthanide-based Core-Shell 
Nanoparticles as Multifunctional Platforms 
for Targeted Radionuclide Therapy and Hybrid 
Molecular Imaging”
Adviser: Jessika V. Rojas, Ph.D.
Vairo, David L.
Systems Modeling and Analysis
Henrico, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Elaborations on Multi-
Attribute Utility Theory Dominance”




B.Sc., Harbin Institute of Technology
M.Sc., Harbin Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “High-Throughput Prediction and 
Analysis of Drug-Protein Interactions in the 
Druggable Human Proteome”




B.S., University of Maryland - University College
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Exploring Literacies in the 
Assemblage of Adult Education English for 
Speakers of Other Languages Classrooms”




Dip.Nursing, Kingston School of Nursing
B.S.N., Southern Adventist University
M.S.N., State University of New York at Buffalo
Dissertation: “Assessing Baseline and Post-
Discharge Risk Factors in Subjects With and 
Without Sleep Apnea Undergoing Endoscopy with 
Deep Sedation”






Dissertation: “Improving Performance and 
Energy Efficiency in the Heterogeneous 
CPU-GPU Architectures”
Adviser: Wei Cheng, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., State University of New York, Cortland
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Synthesis and Analysis 
of Gold Nanoclusters”




B.S., China Pharmaceutical University
Dissertation: “Signaling through Homomeric and 
Heteromeric Cannabinoid CB1 Receptors”
Advisers: Diomedes Logothetis, Ph.D., 




B.S., M.S., Radford University
Cert., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Utilization of Outside Agents in a 
Statewide System of Support: A Mixed-Methods 
Analysis”
Adviser: Donna Gilles, Ph.D.
Zink, Janet Anne 
Health Related Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Dissertation: “Reducing Sepsis Mortality:  
A Cloud-based Alert Approach”




B.S., James Madison University
Dissertation: “Estimating Causal Effects in 
the Presence of Spatial Interference”
Adviser: David C. Wheeler, Ph.D.
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Alma Mater
In March 2016, VCU Alumni’s board of governors approved Virginia Commonwealth University’s first 
alma mater, “We Gather Here.” Written by Lemont “Monty” Kier, Ph.D., a longtime faculty member, 
and his son, Andy Kier, a 1990 VCU graduate, the school song honors the university’s commitment to 
providing students with experiences that they carry with them beyond their years on campus.
“We Gather Here”
Lyrics: Monty Kier            Music: Andy Kier
We gather here, our voices raise,  
of VCU we sing our praise,  
the Black and Gold our colors show,  
diversity and value grow.  
We’ve learned so much beyond each class,  
the joy of friendship will not pass. 
So much in life is mem’ry borne,  
of VCU they’ll not be shorn.
The mem’ries of a campus walk,  
so many friends, we stop to talk,  
the friendships here were made to last,  
they’re in our minds though years have passed.  
The seasons pass, the years roll by,  
from VCU the reason’s why  
we are enriched from values learned,  
they bring us joy that we have earned.
Next year again we will be here  
to see our school and give a cheer.  
So VCU keep all that is great,  
you’ve brought us joy that is our fate.  
So come let us sing of VCU,  
with ev’ry verse we will renew  
the mem’ries from our campus time,  
each one embedded in a rhyme.
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Dear graduate,
On behalf of VCU Alumni, I am privileged and honored to congratulate 
you on this wonderful occasion. Although you likely received support and 
encouragement from your families and friends along the way, this is a per-
sonal achievement that is a tribute to your hard work and perseverance.
As you bring this chapter of your academic career to a close, I hope you 
will take a moment to recognize the opportunities that your university and 
alumni organization have provided to prepare you for this next step in your 
journey. You might be leaving campus, but you are not leaving alone. As a 
graduate, you join a community of more than 190,000 alumni throughout 
the world who engage with their communities and their alma mater to build 
on the strong foundation established by our past and present alumni organi-
zations and leaders.
Your relationship with your alma mater can enhance and impact your life 
long after you graduate. This is an exciting time to become a part of VCU 
Alumni. Our inclusive membership organization welcomes all graduates, 
and guided by a new strategic plan, ELEVATE, we are amping up the alum-
ni experience through increased programming in areas of interest to you. 
No matter where life takes you, VCU Alumni provides opportunities to stay 
engaged with the university and with your fellow classmates.
My wish for each of you is that you realize your full potential and, in doing 
so, use your significant talents and energies to support and strengthen your 
communities, your alumni organization and your university.
Be proud of your university, because we are proud of you.
Yours for VCU,
Dale C. Kalkofen, Ed.D. (M.A.E.’76/A)
President, VCU Alumni 
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What we now know as Virginia Commonwealth 
University began as two institutions: the Medical 
College of Virginia, established in 1838 as the medi-
cal department of Hampden-Sydney College, and the 
Richmond School of Social Economy, founded inde-
pendently in 1917 and then becoming the Richmond 
division of the College of William & Mary in 1925. 
The Medical College of Virginia gained indepen-
dence from Hampden-Sydney in 1854 and became 
state-affiliated in 1860. In 1939, 
the College of William & Mary 
changed the name of its Richmond 
campus to Richmond Professional 
Institute. RPI became an indepen-
dent state school in 1962.
In 1967, VCU came closer 
to its current state. Edward A. 
Wayne Sr., president of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Richmond, along 
with city and state leaders recom-
mended the formation of a uni-
versity using resources from MCV 
and RPI. With the signature of 
Gov. Mills E. Godwin Jr., Virginia 
Commonwealth University came 
into being in 1968 with Warren W. 
Brandt as president.
Today, President Michael Rao, 
Ph.D., is the leader of VCU and VCU Health System. 
A premier, urban public research university, VCU has 
garnered $275 million in sponsored research as one 
of the nation’s top 200 research universities. In 2016, 
U.S. News & World Report listed several VCU gradu-
ate and first-professional programs in the top 50 of 
their rankings. The School of the Arts, ranked second 
overall, holds a top ranking among public institu-
tions. Among graduate and first-professional rankings, 
VCU’s nurse anesthesia program is top in the nation. 
The same publication ranked VCU Medical Center’s 
state-of-the art care in more than 200 specialty areas 
among the best in the nation. A safety-net hospital, 
VCU Medical Center is the top hospital in the metro 
area and is the only Level I medical center in Central 
Virginia. Additionally, the medical center is ranked 
second in the commonwealth as the top place to seek 
medical care and treatment in areas ranging from 
organ transplantation and burn healing to head and 
spinal cord trauma and cancer treatment.
With an enrollment of more than 31,000 students 
from 102 countries in 217 degree and certificate pro-
grams — 38 of which are unique 
to Virginia and serve cross-dis-
ciplinary purposes — VCU also 
boasts educators who are nation-
ally and internationally recognized 
for their excellence in the arts, 
business, education, engineering, 
the humanities, life sciences, social 
work and all of the health care pro-
fessions. VCU employs over 2,200 
full-time instructional faculty who 
are nationally and internationally 
recognized for their high-quality 
instruction across 11 schools and 
three colleges.
With campuses beyond 
Richmond, VCU students and fac-
ulty live and work in locations 
throughout the commonwealth 
and the world. For over a decade, students enrolled 
at VCU School of the Arts Qatar receive the same 
world-renowned education and training as students 
in Richmond. The School of Medicine and School 
of Pharmacy’s collaboration with Northern Virginia’s 
Inova Health System successfully established the 
VCU Inova campus and now educates third- and 
fourth-year medical and pharmacy students. In 
Charlottesville, the School of Pharmacy’s second 
satellite location for Doctor of Pharmacy students 
operates at the University of Virginia Medical Center.
More than 190,000 VCU alumni live worldwide, 
leading and positively impacting their communities.
Virginia Commonwealth University
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Congratulations to all! Commencement
 December 8, 2018
E.J. Wade Arena at the Stuart C. Siegel Center 
Richmond, Virginia
